
The Mission To Restore the Parish Church  

For over 900 years at least Ulverston Parish Church 
has served the people of Ulverston and the 
surrounding area. Tradition has it that it was founded 
in 1111, but like so many Norman churches it may 
have been built on the site of an earlier Anglo-Saxon 
or even Celtic place of worship. Now the Grade 2 star 
listed building is in urgent need of serious repairs. A 
regular 5 yearly inspection revealed extensive 
damage, and a masterplan, based on this and other 
expert surveys, has been drawn up.  

The masterplan makes for scary reading, with 
the only good news being that the roof should last for the 
next 10 -15 years. The main problem is that water has 
been penetrating deep into the building’s fabric. One 
cause of this is leaking from the cast-iron gutters and 
downpipes. Another cause, more difficult to solve, is that 
over the years the lime mortar between stones has been 
clumsily replaced with hard cement mortar which does not 
let moisture ‘wick’ out. As a result, softer red sandstone 
used alongside limestone in the church’s construction is 
crumbling, and truss bearing ends are at risk of decay 
from water seeping in and getting trapped.  

The worst affected part is the church tower, such a 
familiar landmark in the town. It is usually said that the 
tower was built in the 1540’s after the original fell down, 
although there is some debate about this. Documents 
from the time describe a steeple in the middle of the 
church, not a tower at the end, falling down, and some 
think that the tower we see today might be much older, 
and have been Ulverston’s only defensive tower in the 
Middle Ages. Whatever the truth of this, the tower is in a 
very poor structural state, the timbers of the bell frame 
and belfry are decayed, as are the timbers of the ringing 
chamber floor, and plaster is coming off inside the tower.  

The priority is to repair the tower, including the bell frame, to replace stones, to repoint it with lime mortar and restore 
the interior. Then all the church’s gutters and downpipes have to be replaced and the whole building similarly 
repointed with lime mortar. Alongside these vital repairs to safeguard this major historic building, other work needs 
doing. The churchyard, now a quiet space lovingly maintained by volunteers, requires gravestones to be stabilised 
and iron railings and gates repaired.  

The church would also like to be able to refurbish the Parish Rooms, already a valued venue for community activities. 
If it was modernised and access improved, the rooms could play an even bigger role as a debt relief centre, a youth 
hub and a focus for events and celebrations. Finally, the Parish Office and car park could do with some attention.  

The total cost of all this work could reach £1.4m, which sounds a daunting sum. It might not be possible to complete 
everything in one go, and plans may have to be scaled back. However, different grants may be available, especially 
to protect the historic church. Also, as the Rector, Alan Bing, says, every little helps, and if we think of it ‘stone by 
stone’, £25 would pay for a replacement stone in the tower. His other main point is that the building which needs 
saving is more than stones and mortar, it embodies the lives of all the people who are supported spiritually and 
practically by a church with open doors, and this needs to continue now and for future generations.  

If you would like to stand with the church, please pick up a ‘Restoration Mission’ leaflet, and see how you can make a 
contribution to the cause.  

Ulverston Parish Church Tower in desperate need of restoration 


